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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment filed on lAj '* is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 

CFR 1.121, as amended on September 8, 2000 (see 65 Fed. Reg. 54603, Sept 8 ( 2000, and J238 O.G. 77, Sept 19, 2000). In order for 
the amendment to be compliant, applicant must supply the following omissions or corrections in response to this notice. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUIRED FOR COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 1 .12 1 (APPLICANT NEED NOT RE-SUBMIT 
THE ENTIRE AMENDMENT) : 

□ LA clean version of the replacement paragraph(s)/section(s) is required. See 37 CFR 1.121(b)(1) (ii). 

□ 2. A marked-up version of the replacement paragraph (s) /sec tion(s) is required. See 37 CFR 1.121 (b) (1) (iii) . 

□ 3. A clean version of the amended claim (s) is required. See 37 CFR 1.121(c)(1) (i). 

4. A marked-up version of the amended claim(s) is required. See 37 CFR 1.121 (c)(1) (ii). 
Explanation: . 

(LIE: Please provide specific details for correction Co assist the applicant For example, "the clean version of claim 6 is missing-") 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714 and the USPTO website at 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Unless applicant supplies the omission or correction to the preliminary amendment in 
compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 noted above within ONE MONTH of the mail date of this letter, examination on the 
merits may commence without entry of the originally proposed preliminary amendment. This notice is not an action under 35 
U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

□ AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bom fide, applicant is ; 
given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from, the mailing of this notice, whichever is longer, within 
which to supply the omission or correction noted above in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Legal Instruments Examiner (LIE) 



(Rev. 12/01) 



Application/Control Number: 10/038,553 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1765 

DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1-22 and 32-34, drawn to an etching /cleaning method, classified 
in class 438, subclass 710. 

II. Claims 23-31 , drawn to an etching / cleaning apparatus, classified in class 
156, subclass 345. 



2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case ) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process such as plasma deposition and coating for semiconductor 
device. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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3. During a telephone conversation with Norman P. Soloway on July 2, 2003 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of group II, 
claims 23-31 . Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. Claims 1-22 and 32-34 are withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kin-Chan Chen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0222. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benjamin Utech can be reached on (703) 308-3836. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-2934. 




